Maths Day
Case Study
Drayton Park Primary School, Islington

Why did we have maths day?
We wanted to focus the children on the many ways that
maths is used in real life contexts, situations and careers.
Each phase within the school looked over the curriculum
and identified an aspect of the maths curriculum that
could link to a real life situation/aspect. Each phase
then planned a day where they used maths in a real life
situation/context. Reception to Year 2 focused heavily on
concrete resources. KS2 tended to focus on more practical
and written maths.
We also arranged for adults to come into the school
and talk to the children about their jobs and how
they involve maths. We had a range of parents/
adults come into school – including an astrophysicist,
a mother running a busy household, a business and
visual engineer, an events organiser. We did this so the
children could observe how maths is used in real life
contexts and why it is important.

How we used the fund
The fund was used to buy resources. Reception to
Year 1 baked with the children and they used the scales
with the children to weigh ingredients. We also bought
pretend money for each of the classes. The children used
the money to play shop, to sell and buy and for budgeting.

The impact it had on the children
The children in school have not stopped speaking about Maths Day and
it has made them all very excited to talk about maths and how we use it
everyday. The visitors spoke about how they needed maths in their jobs.
They demonstrated that maths is a skill which can be developed and
needs to be developed over their life. This has given our children
more confidence and built their interest and ambition
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Comments from the children
“I loved Maths Day and it was so fun! Can we do it
more often?”
“Gabriel (one of the visitors) was so inspiring!”
“Can we do Maths Day again tomorrow?”
“I liked Maths Day – we got to measure everything!”
“My favourite part of Maths Day was choosing
different jobs.”
“Maths Day was amazing! We played with money
and I got to be a vet.”
“I loved Maths Day! It was fun.”

Comments from the
parents
“What a fun and innovative way to make
the kids think at a practical/ application
level. I was amazed at the ingenuity and
the thought process applied in making a
profit with concepts like area, proportion,
unit pricing etc all weaved in. Thank you
again for the great teaching quality.”
“Thank you and everyone else involved for
maths day. My daughter was really excited
about it beforehand and full of enthusiasm
about it afterwards.

However, truly remarkable was the
impression it made on my son. Very
unusually for him he told us all about his
ideas and learning.”
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